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Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A software tool for installing a software component on a computer system, 
comprising: 

a user interface component adapted to render a plurality of setup prompts to a user 
and to obtain a user command; and 

a setup component adapted to selectively install the software component on the 
computer system according to the user command, to sense an attribute associated with the 
computer system and to selectively provide at least one setup prompt to the user interface 
component according to the attribute. 

2. The software tool of claim 1, wherein the setup component is adapted to 
selectively suppress at least one setup prompt from the user interface component if the 
attribute indicates the at least one setup prompt is unnecessary. 

3. The software setup tool of claim 2, wherein the at least one setup prompt 
comprises a selection between at least two setup parameters, and wherein the setup 
component is adapted to select one of the at least two setup parameters according to the 
attribute. 

4. The software setup tool of claim 3, wherein the setup component is 
adapted to selectively install the software component on the computer system using the 
selected one of the at least two setup parameters. 

5. The software setup tool of claim 4, wherein the attribute comprises data 
stored in the computer system. 

6. The software tool of claim 5, wherein the data comprises a registry key. 
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7. The software tool of claim 6, wherein the software component comprises 
one of an operating system and an application. 

8. The software tool of claim 7, wherein the software component comprises a 
plurality of program components, and wherein the setup component is adapted to 
selectively install at least one of the plurality of program components according to the 
attribute. 

9. The software tool of claim 1, wherein the at least one setup prompt 
comprises a selection between at least two setup parameters, and wherein the setup 
component is adapted to select one of the at least two setup parameters according to the 
attribute. 

10. The software setup tool of claim 9, wherein the setup component is 
adapted to selectively install the software component on the computer system using the 
selected one of the at least two setup parameters. 

1 1 . The software setup tool of claim 10, wherein the attribute comprises a 
registry key. 

12. The software tool of claim 11, wherein the software component comprises 
one of an operating system and an application. 

13. The software tool of claim 12, wherein the software component comprises 
a plurality of program components, and wherein the setup component is adapted to 
selectively install at least one of the plurality of program components according to the 
attribute. 

14. A software setup tool for performing a setup operation in a computer 
system, comprising: 
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a setup component adapted to sense an attribute associated with the computer 
system and to selectively provide one of standard prompting and special prompting to a 
user according to the attribute; and 

a user interface component adapted to render a plurality of setup prompts to a user 
and to obtain at least one setup parameter. 

15. The software setup tool of claim 1 4, wherein the setup component is 
further adapted to selectively perform at least one setup operation according to the at least 
one setup parameter and the attribute. 

1 6. The software setup tool of claim 1 5, wherein the attribute comprises a 
registry key. 

17. The software setup tool of claim 16, wherein the setup component is 
further adapted to selectively suppress at least one setup prompt from the user interface 
component if the attribute indicates the at least one setup prompt is unnecessary. 

18. The software setup tool of claim 17, wherein the at least one setup prompt 
comprises a selection between at least two setup parameters, and wherein the setup 
component is adapted to select one of the at least two setup parameters according to the 
attribute. 

19. The software setup tool of claim 18, wherein the setup component is 
adapted to selectively install a software component on the computer system using the 
selected one of the at least two setup parameters. 

20. The software setup tool of claim 16, wherein the setup component is 
adapted to one of render at least one additional setup prompt to the user according to the 
attribute, and render at least one substitute setup prompt to the user according to the 
attribute 
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21. A method of performing a setup operation in a computer system, 
comprising: 

sensing an attribute associated with the computer system; and 
selectively providing one of standard prompting and special prompting to a user 
in association with the setup operation according to the attribute. 

22. The method of claim 21 , wherein selectively providing one of standard 
prompting and special prompting comprises: 

rendering a plurality of setup prompts to a user; and 
obtaining at least one setup parameter. 

23. The method of claim 22, further comprising selectively performing at least 
one setup operation according to the at least one setup parameter and the attribute. 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the attribute comprises a registry key. 

25. The method of claim 22 wherein providing special prompting comprises 
one of suppressing at least one setup prompt from the user interface component if the 
attribute indicates the at least one setup prompt is unnecessary, rendering at least one 
additional setup prompt to the user interface, and rendering at least one substitute setup 
prompt to the user interface. 

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the at least one setup prompt comprises 
a selection between at least two setup parameters and wherein suppressing at least one 
setup prompt from the user interface component comprises selecting one of the at least 
two setup parameters according to the attribute. 
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27. The method of claim 26, wherein selectively performing at least one setup 
operation comprises selectively installing a software component on the computer system 
using the selected one of the at least two setup parameters. 

28. A computer-readable medium comprising computer-executable 
instructions for: 

sensing an attribute associated with the computer system; and 
selectively providing one of standard prompting and special prompting to a user 
in association with the setup operation according to the attribute. 

29. The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein the computer- 
executable instructions for selectively providing one of standard prompting and special 
prompting comprises computer-executable instructions for: 

rendering a plurality of setup prompts to a user; and 
obtaining at least one setup parameter. 

30. The computer-readable medium of claim 29, further comprising computer- 
executable instructions for selectively performing at least one setup operation according 
to the at least one setup parameter. 

3 1 . The computer-readable medium of claim 30, wherein the computer- 
readable instructions for sensing an attribute associated with the computer system 
attribute comprises computer-readable instructions for sensing a registry key. 

32. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein the computer- 
readable instructions for providing special prompting comprises computer-readable 
instructions for one of suppressing at least one setup prompt from the user interface 
component if the attribute indicates the at least one setup prompt is unnecessary and 
rendering at least one additional setup prompt to the user interface. 
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33. The computer-readable medium of claim 32, wherein the at least one setup 
prompt comprises a selection between at least two setup parameters and wherein the 
computer-readable instructions for suppressing at least one setup prompt from the user 
interface component comprises computer-readable instructions for selecting one of the at 
least two setup parameters according to the attribute. 

34. The computer-readable medium of claim 33, wherein the computer- 
readable instructions for selectively performing at least one setup operation comprises 
computer-readable instructions for selectively installing a software component on the 
computer system using the selected one of the at least two setup parameters. 

35. A software tool for performing a setup operation in a computer system, 
comprising: 

means for sensing an attribute associated with the computer system; and 
means for selectively providing one of standard prompting and special prompting 
to a user in association with the setup operation according to the attribute. 

36. The software tool of claim 35, wherein the means for selectively providing 
one of standard prompting and special prompting comprises: 

means for rendering a plurality of setup prompts to a user; and 
means for obtaining at least one setup parameter. 

37. The software tool of claim 36, wherein the attribute comprises a registry 

key. 

38. The software tool of claim 37 wherein the means for providing special 
prompting comprises means for one of suppressing at least one setup prompt from the 
user interface component if the attribute indicates the at least one setup prompt is 
unnecessary and rendering at least one additional setup prompt to a user interface. 
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39. A data packet adapted to be transmitted between at least two processes, 
comprising: 

a setup component adapted to sense an attribute associated with the computer 
system and to selectively provide one of standard prompting and special prompting to a 
user according to the attribute; and 

a user interface component adapted to render a plurality of setup prompts to a user 
and to obtain at least one setup parameter. 
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